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IN TRF fT ATMS; 

Please cancel claims 1-12 without prejudice. 
The status of the claims is noted below. 

13. (New) Conversation promoting apparatus, comprising: 

plate means having printed on a first side thereof adapted to be presented in an unexposed 
manner a first open-ended question means to which one or more dining partners answer to 
promote conversation between dining partners. 

14. (New) The apparatus of claim 13, wherein said open-ended question means is a 
command. 

15. (New) The apparatus of claim 13, wherein said first side is an area of a bottom 
surface of said plate means. 

16. (New) The apparatus of claim 13, wherein said first side comprises an area of an 
upper surface of said plate means adapted to be hidden by food or the like. 

17. (New) The apparatus of claim 13, further comprising a second plate means 
having printed on a first side thereof adapted to be presented in an unexposed manner a second 
open-ended question means different from said first open-ended question means. 

18. (New) Conversation promoting apparatus comprising: 

a plate and an open ended question, the open ended question being printed on a surface of 
the plate, the open ended question being adapted to be read out loud by an individual using the 
plate for dining to promote conversation between the individual and a dining partner. 

19. (New) The apparatus of claim 18, wherein the open-ended question is a 
command. 

20. (New) The apparatus of claim 18, wherein said surface is an area of a bottom 
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surface of said plate. 

21. (New) The apparatus of claim 18, wherein said surface comprises an area of an 
upper surface of said plate adapted to be hidden by food or the like. 

22. (New) The apparatus of claim 18, further comprising a second plate and a second 
open ended question, the second open ended question being printed on a surface of the plate, the 
second open ended question being adapted to be read out loud by an individual using the plate for 
dining to promote conversation between the individual and a dining partner. 

23. (New) Conversation promoting apparatus comprising: 

an empty dining piece into which a user pours a drink to be used by an individual to assist 
in dining having printed on one side an open-ended question to which one or more dining 
partners answer to promote conversation between the dining partners. 

24. (New) The apparatus according to Claim 23, wherein said empty dining piece 
defines a top surface and a bottom surface, wherein said open-ended question is printed on said 
bottom surface of said holding means. 

25. (New) The apparatus according to Claim 23, further comprising a second empty 
dining piece into which a user pours a drink to be used by an individual to assist in dining having 
printed on one side a second open-ended question, wherein said second open-ended question is 
different from said first open-ended question. 

26. (New) Conversation promoting apparatus, comprising: 

an empty dining piece into which a user pours a drink having printed on a first side 
thereof adapted to be presented in an unexposed manner a first open-ended question to which one 
or more dining partners answer to promote conversation between dining partners. 

27. (New) The apparatus of claim 26, wherein said open-ended question is a 
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command. 

28. (New) The apparatus of claim 26, wherein said first side is an area of a bottom 
surface of said dining piece. 

29. (New) The apparatus of claim 26, wherein said first side comprises an area of an 
upper surface of said dining piece adapted to be hidden by a drink. 

30. (New) The apparatus of claim 26, further comprising a second empty dining piece 
into which a user pours a drink having printed on a first side thereof adapted to be presented in an 
unexposed manner a second open-ended question different from said first open-ended question. 

3 1 . (New) Conversation promoting apparatus comprising: 

an empty dining piece into which a user pours a drink having printed on a first side 
thereof adapted to be presented in an unexposed manner a first open-ended question which may 
be read aloud to which one or more dining partners answer to promote conversation between 
dining partners. 

32. (New) The apparatus of claim 31, wherein said empty dining piece is a glass. 

33. (New) The apparatus of claim 31, wherein said empty dining piece is a goblet. 

34. (New) The apparatus of claim 31, wherein said empty dining piece is a cup. 

35. (New) The apparatus of claim 31, further comprising a second an empty dining 
piece into which a user pours a drink having printed on a first side thereof adapted to be 
presented in an unexposed manner a second open-ended question different from said first open- 
ended question. 

36. (New) Conversation promoting apparatus comprising: 

a glass adapted to hold drink having printed on a first side thereof adapted to be presented 
in an unexposed manner a first open-ended question to which one or more dining partners answer 
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to promote conversation between dining partners. 

37. (New) The apparatus of claim 36, wherein said open-ended question is a 
command. 

38. (New) The apparatus of claim 36, wherein said first side is an area of a bottom 
surface of said glass. 

39. (New) The apparatus of claim 36, wherein said first side comprises an area of an 
upper surface of said glass adapted to be hidden by a drink. 

40. (New) The apparatus of claim 36, further comprising a second glass having 
printed on a first side thereof adapted to be presented in an unexposed manner a second open- 
ended question different from said first open-ended question. 

41. (New) The apparatus of claim 40, wherein each of the open ended questions are in 
the form of a command. 

42. (New) The apparatus of claim 13, comprising a plurality of plate means, each of 
the plate means including an open ended question affixed on the surface of the plate means, each 
of said open ended questions being in the form of a command. 
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